Good Learning Process With Good Context

Education should give students the "guided" opportunity to "re-invent" mathematics by doing it. This means that in mathematics education, the focal point should not be on mathematics as a closed system but on the activity, on the process of mathematization (Freudenthal, 1968).
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After attended the class with Prof. Zulkardi, on July 2,2009. Prof Zulkardi Give me a problem set. The problem set taught in Junior High School grade 1, Palembang South Sumatera. The Problem set like this picture 

In picture I 
: Price 2 glasses and a calculator equal Rp.50.000,-

In Picture II
: Price a glasses and 3 calculators equal Rp. 50.000,-

This problem set ask the student to :

1. to determine which one more expensive (a glasses or a calculator)

2. How many calculators that you can buy with Rp 50.000,-

3. How much is the price for a calculator ?
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The answer of students make me take breath away. The answer like this 



= Rp. 50.000,-




= Rp. 50.000
Because the price of two equation are same. They eliminate one glasses and one calculator from the picture. From that picture they know that glasses more expensive than glasses. That they know price one glasses equal to price 2 calculators.



= 

For question number 2, they answered


= Rp 50.000




= Rp. 50.000

So they get 5 calculators with Rp 50.000,-

For question number 3, they answered 

Because they know, for Rp 50.000,- they get 5 calculators, so they divided Rp 50.000 by 5,and they get the price of calculators Rp. 10.000,-

From that class I know that for good learning process we must have good context. .  Like PMRI approach, real, good activity can make students have creative thinking. 
